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                                                      Fortuna Parks and Recreation Commission 
Regular Meeting Agenda 

Monday, June 08, 2020 at 6:00 P.M. 

 
We May Disagree, But We Will Be Respectful of One Another 

All Comments Will Be Directed to the Issue at Hand, and Addressed to the Commission 

Personal Attacks are Unacceptable 

The Commission May Take Action on any Item on this Agenda. 
 

*This meeting is being held in accordance with the Brown Act as currently in effect under the State Emergency 

Services Act, the Governor’s Emergency Declaration related to COVID-19, and the Governor’s Executive Order 

N-29-20 issued on March 17, 2020 that allows attendance by member of the Parks and Recreation Commission, 

City staff, and the public to participate by teleconference, videoconference, or both.  

*To submit public comments for this meeting prior to the meeting, please email comments to 

krexford@ci.fortuna.ca.us by noon on Monday, June 8, 2020. All public comments received by noon will be read 

into the record (limit to 3 minutes) during the meeting. Public comments will also be posted to the City of Fortuna 

website prior to the meeting. If your public comments are received after noon on Monday, they may not be read 

into the record or posted to the website prior to the meeting, but will be included in the official minutes.  
 

To provide public comment during the meeting, you can call 1-669-900-9128 and enter Meeting ID: 845 1374 7592 

press star (*) 9 on your phone - this will raise your hand. You will continue to hear the meeting on the call. When 

it is time for public comment on the item you wish to speak on, the Parks Director will unmute your phone. You 

will hear a prompt that will indicate your phone is unmuted. Please state your name and begin your comment. 

You will have 3 minutes to comment. 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER / FLAG SALUTE / ROLL CALL      6:00 PM 

Council  Staff  

Commissioner Karen Hardcastle City Manager Merritt Perry 

Commissioner Darrell Jackson Park and Recreation Director Cameron Mull 

Commissioner Shelly Mendes Rec/Transportation Admins Supervisor Kathy Rexford 

Vice-Chair Julie Wilson Council Representative 

Chair Joe Vassel Councilmember Jeremy Stanfield 

 

II. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

Members of the Public may be heard at this time on any item within the subject matter jurisdiction of the City that is not on the Public 

Meeting Agenda. It is the practice of this Commission to hold public comment for every item of business on the agenda at the time that 

item is heard. If a speaker cannot stay for a particular item of business, they may be heard during this time. Comments concerning the 

Consent Calendar may also be heard at this time. Speakers addressing the Commission will be limited to 3 minutes per speaker. Be 

advised that, by law, the Commission can only deliberate or take action on items that are included on the agenda. 
 

*To submit public comments for this meeting prior to the meeting, please email comments to 

krexford@ci.fortuna.ca.us by noon on Monday, June 8, 2020. All public comments received by noon will be read 

into the record (limit to 3 minutes) during the meeting. Public comments will also be posted to the City of Fortuna 

website prior to the meeting. If your public comments are received after noon on Monday, they may not be read 

into the record or posted to the website prior to the meeting, but will be included in the official minutes. 
  

To provide public comment during the meeting, you can call 1-669-900-9128 and enter Meeting ID: 845 1374 7592  

press star (*) 9 on your phone - this will raise your hand. You will continue to hear the meeting on the call. When 

it is time for public comment on the item you wish to speak on, the Parks Director will unmute your phone. You 

will hear a prompt that will indicate your phone is unmuted. Please state your name and begin your comment. 

You will have 3 minutes to comment. 

 

III. CONSENT CALENDAR  
These matters are routine in nature and are usually approved by a single vote. Any member of the Commission may pull a 

particular item for further discussion. 

1. Monthly Parks and Recreation Staff Reports for January through April 2020 

2. Parks and Recreation Commission Minutes – February 10, 2019 (Regular Meeting) 
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V. DISCUSSION 

1. Measure E Update 

 

VI. PARKS AND RECREATION STAFF REPORT 

 

VII. COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND COMMENTS 

 

VIII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
At this time, members of the Commission may consider or request items to be placed on a future agenda through a consensus of the 

majority. 

IX. ADJOURN 

Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.5, any non-confidential documents or writings that the City distributes, less than 72 hours 

before a regular meeting, to all or a majority of the legislative body's members must be made available to members of the public at the 

same time as the distribution. Documents and information related to the agenda topics are available for review at City Hall, 621 11th 

Street, between the hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Members of the public are invited to come to the meeting and comment. In compliance 

with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this meeting, please contact the City Clerk at 

725-7600. Notification prior to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 

        Kathy Rexford 

        Recreation/Transportation Administrative Supervisor 



Consent Calendar Item 5 
Page 1 of 4 

STAFF REPORT  
City Council Consent Calendar Agenda Item 

 
DATE: February 18, 2020 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 
FROM: Cameron Mull, Director of Parks & Recreation 
 
THROUGH: Merritt Perry, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:   Parks & Recreation Monthly Report for January 2020 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive report as an informational item. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
Director’s Report 
 

 The Rohner Community Recreation & Park District (RCRPD) had a special meeting on 
January 8th. Discussion revolved around a Request for Proposals (RFP) for an “Annexation 
and Revenue Generation Analysis with Public Outreach”, which was issued by city staff 
on 12/11. Proposals were due 1/10/20, but with no proposals submitted, the RFP deadline 
was extended to 2/7/20, and outreach was performed to local consultants by the Parks & 
Rec Director to encourage proposal submittals. The anticipated project completion would 
be August 2020.  

 The California Conservation Corps (CCC) completed their Prop-68 funded project along 
Rohner Creek in Rohner Park, removing invasive plant species (mostly English Ivy, 
Himalayan Blackberry, and bamboo) from along the watershed to allow for a healthier, 
natural ecosystem, which will promote growth of native pants and encourage creek and 
fish health. The project should also allow the public an enhanced park experience with the 
creek being exposed, and discourage transient activity due to higher visibility. 

 
Parks & Facility Maintenance 
 

 A water supply line and drainage was installed in Newburg Park near the Hardball #2 
cookshack for the final hydration station, utilizing Measure E funds. The project should be 
completed in mid-February, and the Elkay unit will include a water bottle filler on top, and 
a side ADA-compliant fountain. 

 The River Lodge received extensive work refinishing all wood windowsills. This included 
sanding, staining, and a polyurethane top coat. The remaining window trims were stained 
with linseed oil to restore color and prevent the wood from drying out. 

 Rain gutters on the north facing side of the River Lodge were scrubbed to remove mold & 
algae build-up, as well as sidewalks on that side being power washed to prevent a safety/ 
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slip hazard. The HVAC unit areas on the rooftop were also cleared of build-up to promote 
proper drainage. 

 Both Newburg and Rohner Parks received edging along sidewalks 
 Newburg Park’s fence lines, valve boxes, and trees were string trimmed 
 All rotten Mutt-Mitt station wood backings were replaced 
 The Firemen’s Pavilion bathroom concrete floors were stripped using muriatic acid to 

remove oil and prevent a safety/ slipping hazard 
 Exterior panel and trim wood work was performed on an outlying softball storage shed at 

Newburg Park due to rot 
 The Rodeo grandstands received wood repairs to a broken section of backing 
 A new water line ball-valve was installed at Newburg Park by the Utilities Department to 

replace an older valve that could not be opened 
 Prep work was completed by the General Services Department for installation of the final 

solar parking lot light at Newburg Park’s entrance 
 Both dugouts at Hardball Field #1 in Newburg Park received extensive repairs on the 

roofing, which included cutting out rotten particle board, and replacing with new, 
reinforcing beams and outer edges with 2”x 6” boards, and installing metal flashing along 
the edges to prevent future water infiltration/ rot 

 All trees, valve boxes, and signs along all of the Fortuna Blvd medians were string-trimmed  
 Two deceased hazardous fir trees adjacent to the Rodeo grandstands were removed 
 Two decorative wooden rails from the former Viola Hotel in Rio Dell that suffered in the 

1964 flood were repaired (spindles), sanded down, and repainted (original color) and put 
on display in the Depot Museum for a future exhibit 

 All drains along the brick walls near the River Lodge fire pits were unclogged/ cleared for 
proper drainage & to prevent flooding 

 An automated external defibrillator (AED) was installed in the Firemen’s Pavilion near the 
main entrance 

 Prep work and planning was completed for the start of the Hot Shots youth basketball 
program 

 
Depot Museum 
 
January’s visitation total at the Fortuna Depot Museum was 159 people.  January visitor totals in 
recent years were: 2019: 194, 2018: 153, 2017: 150, 2016: 184, 2015: 251, 2014: 198, 2013: 194, 
2012: 213, 2011: 230, 2010: 160.  In January 2020, we welcomed California visitors from Aliso 
Viejo, Auburn, Carlotta, Eureka, Ferndale, Fortuna, Hydesville, Petrolia, Rancho Cordova, Rio 
Dell, Sacramento, Scotia, Susanville and Trinidad, as well as out-of-state visitors from Florida, 
Kansas and Wisconsin. 
 
The holiday season displays were taken down in mid-January.  Installed in January were a small 
seasonal exhibit of antique Valentine’s Day cards from the museum collection and two new 
exhibits in the fourth room of the museum: “The Way We Were: 1920” and “A President’s Day 
Glance Back at Some Presidents Past.”  In late January the railings from the historic Viola Hotel 
in Rio Dell, with lead paint mitigation, restoration and repainting by Redwood Laser, were 
installed in the fourth room of the museum. 
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Fortuna Transit  
 
Passengers on the Fortuna Transit Bus totaled 812 trips during the month of January 2020.  The 
lift was used for non-wheelchair riders 27 times and 31 times for wheelchair trips. The Fortuna 
Transit had 11 new riders during the month of January.  We continue the monthly shopping trip to 
Eureka on the second Monday of the month and the Eureka medical trips on Tuesdays; we are 
averaging 4-6 medical appointments riders with some having multiple appointments.  
 

 
Sports and Classes  
 
Pickleball continues to have games in the Pavilion on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 
9:00am – 12:00pm.  This is open to the public and the cost is $3.00 per session. Pickleball also 
plays Sunday evenings from 7:00pm – 9:00pm. 
 
A managers meeting for the Adult League Rec Basketball was held on January 28th, and there are 
18 teams signed up to play, with the season starting the beginning of March. 
 
Facility Rentals 
 
Results Fit Camp continues to hold exercise classes in the Pavilion on Tuesdays & Thursdays at 
5:20am, 9:00am and 6:00pm, each class lasts one hour.  Weight Watchers continues to hold their 
meetings every Wednesday at 12pm/noon in the Rec Hall.   
 
Skating Rink 
 
The Fortuna Skating Rink was open for public skate in the month of January.  The rink held four 
public skate nights in January.  The average attendance for these events was forty-nine skaters. We 
hosted eleven private skate parties in January with an average attendance of eighteen.  The City of 
Fortuna would like to invite all citizens to come to public skate and bring your families in for a 
great time. The hours for public skate are Saturday evenings from 6:30 – 9:30 pm. The price for 
skates is $5.50 for anyone six and up or $3.50 for anyone five or younger. To book a private skate 
party, please call the park office at 725-7620. 
 
Recreation Programs 
 
Come join the fun at our new recreation program, Friday Night Fun Night! For only $5.00, you 
can bring your child (ages 6-12) to the Fireman’s Pavilion in Rohner Park to play games, arts and 
crafts and fun sports activities.  Doors will open at 6:00 pm and close at 9:00 pm.  Paperwork and 

 January 2019 January 2020 
YTD ~ July 2018 – June 

2019 
YTD ~ July 2019 – June 

2020 

# of passengers 850 812 10072 5275 

Total Miles 2463 2411 25485 15159 

Service Miles 2272 2234 24459 14074 

Hours Worked 330.50 299.75 3194.25 1802.5 

Service Hours 
Worked 

284.75 259.75 2740.25 1539.75 
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liability forms must be completed by a parent and all children have to be signed in and out. 
Attendance will be limited to the first 30.  A reminder that Valentine’s Day is on a Friday this year, 
so this is a perfect opportunity to celebrate an evening out while we entertain your kids. See you 
there! 
 
Hot Shots Basketball 
 
The Hot Shots Youth Basketball Program is in full swing.  There are 270 players ages K – 4th  
grade registered for this year’s season, which started on January 25th.  Boys and girls ages K – 4th 
grade will have a short practice followed by their games for six consecutive Saturdays.  Come by 
and enjoy some great basketball. All games are played at the Fortuna Fireman’s Pavilion or Toddy 
Thomas Elementary School and are free to the public. 
 
School Break Programs 
 
The City is hosting a break program for the President’s week off from school.  February 18th – 21st 
from 7:30 am to 5:30 pm. The cost is $25 a day and we accept Changing Tides. To sign up your 
child for the President’s Break you can call the Park Office at 725-7620 or email the Rec. 
Supervisor at twilson@ci.fortuna.ca.us. 
 
Community Service 
 
The Parks & Recreation Department currently has six people signed up to perform Community 
Service. Community Service workers completed 117 hours in the month of January.   The 
Community Service Work Program is a big part of our success. The workers help with trash pickup 
and maintenance projects in Rohner and Newburg Parks as well as the Treatment Plant and the 
River Lodge.  Since the program started in 1997, there have been 51,964.75 service hours 
completed in the City.  
 
RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION: 
 
Receive Monthly Parks & Recreation Department Report. Consent Agenda vote.   
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STAFF REPORT  
City Council Consent Calendar Agenda Item 

 
DATE:  March 16, 2020 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 
FROM: Cameron Mull, Director of Parks & Recreation 
 
THROUGH: Merritt Perry, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:   Parks & Recreation Monthly Report for February 2020 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive report as an informational item. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
Director’s Report 
 

 The City was not awarded the Proposition 68 Statewide Park and Community Revitalization 
Program grant. This competitive grant is focused on the rehabilitation and expansion of Newburg 
Park, with a project amount of $7.5 million dollars, which included many improvements and 
additions to the park. Fortunately, there will be future rounds of Prop 68 funded grant opportunities 
and most of the efforts put forth for that grant will likely carry over to future grant opportunities. 
One of the main benefits of the application process for this grant was the extensive public outreach, 
in which the City now understands what the community’s priorities are for Newburg Park, so the 
City essentially now has a Newburg Park Master Plan, which it did not have updated for the last 20 
years. The amount the city expended (using Measure E funds) on the grant application was an 
investment in this regard; hiring a consultant to present the City with only a Master Plan for 
Newburg Park would have likely cost in excess of the amount expended on grant administration. 

 The Rohner Community Recreation & Park District (RCRPD) did not have a meeting in February, 
although a consultant was selected by the subcommittee to perform an Annexation and Revenue 
Generation Analysis with Public Outreach. The recommendation will go the RCRPD Board at their 
3/4/20 meeting to authorize the Parks & Recreation Director to finalize a contract with the desired 
consultant and move forward with the preliminary annexation study, as RCRPD is hoping to find 
options through this analysis to fund the construction and the operation of an aquatic facility in 
Fortuna. 

 The Parks & Recreation Department is planning their first Kids Bike Rodeo on Saturday, May 16th 
in Rohner Park for children ages 5-12. This will be an opportunity to teach youth safe riding 
techniques through a skills course, and ultimately encourage citizens to ride bicycles. The City will 
be partnering with multiple agencies and organizations in order to make the event a success. 

 
Parks & Facility Maintenance 
 

 The last solar parking lot light & pole was installed at the entrance of Newburg Park to complete 
the Measure E-funded project 

 Multiple potholes were filled throughout Rohner Park’s gravel areas 
 East High students volunteered to create a gravel walking trail along the east side of the rodeo 

grounds so hikers can walk the perimeter of the park during the rainy season 
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 Due to ideal weather conditions, all ballfields’ infields were nail-dragged to perform early prep for 
the base- & softball seasons 

 The outlying softball shed at Newburg Park was repaired with siding due to wood rot, repainted, 
and re-roofed 

 All skate shelves in the Firemen’s Pavilion skate office were labelled to prepare for the new, 
Measure E-funded roller skates 

 Hardball #1 at Newburg Park received a turf-cutting along the outer edge of the infield to remove 
a berm and put the infield dimensions into spec for high school baseball season, with a new load of 
red-rock spread (donated by FUHS)  

 Algae was cleared along the center of the concrete swale at Newburg Park (around the soccer field) 
in order to remove a slip hazard 

 The front stair handrails at the Monday Club were removed and rehabilitated with a new coat of 
weather- and rust-proof paint and reinstalled 

 The final Measure E-funded hydration station was installed at Newburg Park near the Hardball #2 
cookshack (along the parking lot sidewalk & near ADA parking area). A trench was dug with a 
new water supply line installed, drainage installed, gravel laid, and a concrete slab poured in order 
to install unit into the slab. Sod was added to fill in areas of dirt from digging out the area for the 
unit. The Wastewater Dept. tested the water to ensure it was clean and safe for public use (passed) 

 The grease traps were cleared at the River Lodge due to drain backups from the kitchen 
 All park turf areas (including the Fortuna Blvd. medians) were mowed to get ahead of schedule due 

to ideal weather & dry conditions 
 Ballfield lights were removed from the rented conex/ shipping container at Rohner Park, 

reorganized, and relocated to other storage sites. The conex/ shipping container was removed/ 
picked up/ returned to Don’s Rent-All 

 A new thermostat was installed at the Monday Club to replace a unit that was consistently 
dysfunctional 

 All sidewalks in both Newburg and Rohner Park were power-edged 
 Redwood Coast Energy Authority (RCEA) installed new energy-efficient LED bulbs throughout 

the interiors of the River Lodge, the Monday Club, and Newburg Park’s buildings 
 Weed abatement occurred in multiple park areas; including spraying of vinegar and string-trimming 
 Parks Maintenance Worker I employees were trained on heavy equipment use 
 Roller skate wheels were cleaned and the wheel washing machine serviced 
 The N Street public parking lot received tree-, hedge-trimming, and weeding 

 
Depot Museum 
 
February’s visitor total at the Fortuna Depot Museum was 213 people.  This is in the middle-to-high range 
for our February visitation totals in recent years.  Previous years’ February visitation totals were: 2019: 
133, 2018: 264, 2017: 180, 2016: 148, 2015: 205, 2014: 162, 2013: 215, 2012: 269, 2011: 162, 2010: 
185.  In February 2020 we welcomed California visitors from Carlotta, Costa Mesa, Eureka, Fortuna, 
Loleta, McKinleyville, Rio Dell, Ruth, San Francisco and San Mateo.  We also welcomed out-of-state 
visitors from Oregon and Montana, as well as one overseas visitor from Spain.    
 
A temporary exhibit on display throughout the month of February was a Presidents’ Day exhibit featuring 
memorabilia of past presidents from the Fortuna Depot Museum collection, including a newspaper dated 
January 4, 1800 carrying reports on the death of former President Washington.  Also on display through 
February was an exhibit honoring Black History Month, featuring Civil Rights and African American-
related articles in magazines from the museum’s collection dating from the 1950s through 1980s.  A 
temporary seasonal exhibit in the front room of the museum featured antique Valentine’s Day cards from 
the museum’s collection. 
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Fortuna Transit  
 
Passengers on the Fortuna Transit Bus totaled 804 trips during the month of February 2020. The lift was 
used for non-wheelchair riders 29 times and 55 times for wheelchair trips. The Fortuna Transit had 10 new 
riders during the month of February.  We continue the monthly shopping trip to Eureka on the second 
Monday of the month and the Eureka medical trips on Tuesdays; we are averaging 4-6 medical 
appointments riders with some having multiple appointments.  
 

 
Sports and Classes  
 
Pickleball continues to have games in the Pavilion on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9:00am – 
12:00pm.  This is open to the public and the cost is $3.00 per session. Pickleball also plays Sunday evenings 
from 7:00pm – 9:00pm, and will be resuming the Saturday morning sessions in March/ after the Hot Shots 
season is completed on 2/29. 
 
Sign-ups for Adult League Basketball took place during the month of February and the league will start on 
March 2nd.  Games will be played at Fortuna High School, Monday – Thursday at 6:30pm, 7:40pm, and 
8:50pm and the season will end on April 28th. 
 
Facility Rentals 
 
Results Fit Camp continues to hold exercise classes in the Pavilion on Tuesdays & Thursdays at 5:20am, 
9:00am and 6:00pm, each class lasts one hour.  Weight Watchers continues to hold their meetings every 
Wednesday at 12pm/noon in the Rec Hall.   
 
Skating Rink 
 
The Fortuna Skating Rink was open for public skate in the month of February.  The rink held five public 
skate nights in February.  The average attendance for these events was 50 skaters. We hosted 8 private skate 
parties in February with an average attendance of 20 people.  The City of Fortuna would like to invite all 
citizens to come to public skate and bring your families in for a great time. Our hours for public skate are 
Saturday evenings from 6:30 – 9:30 pm. The price for skates is $5.50 for anyone six and up or $3.50 for 
anyone five or younger. To book a private skate party, please call the park office at 725-7620. 
 
Recreation Programs 
 
Come join the fun at our newest recreation program, Friday Night Fun Night! For only $5.00 you can bring 
your child (ages 6-12) to the Fireman’s Pavilion in Rohner Park to play games, arts and crafts and fun sports 
activities.  Doors will open at 6:00 pm and close at 9:00 pm.  Paperwork and liability forms must be 
completed by a parent and all children have to be signed in and out! Attendance will be limited to the first 
30.  See you there! 

 February 2019 February 2020 
YTD ~ July 2018 – June 

2019 
YTD ~ July 2019 – June 

2020 

# of passengers 760 804 10072 6079 

Total Miles 2129 2232 25485 17391 

Service Miles 2368 2085 24459 16159 

Hours Worked 258.5 275.5 3194.25 2078 

Service Hours 
Worked 

219.5 263.75 2740.25 1776.5 
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Hot Shots Basketball 
 
The Hot Shots Youth Basketball Season finished on 2/29. This year we had over 270 participants ages 
kindergarten through 4th grade. I would like to thank all the parents who volunteer to be coaches for their 
hard work and time they put in to this year’s program. I would also like to thank Sue Long and Janet 
Harwood for their dedication to this program and the youth of our community. They operated the Skills and 
Drills practices which helped the kids learn the basics of basketball before the season started and they 
continued this activity throughout the first 3 weeks of the season.   Without these volunteers this program 
would not be the program that it is today.  The City of Fortuna Parks and Recreation would like to thank 
you all! 
 
School Break Programs 
 
The city held a break program for the President’s break from school.  February 18th – 21st from 7:30 am to 
5:30 pm.  We had over 51 campers enrolled. Our next recreation program is Spring Break. The dates for 
that are April 13th – 17th. The cost is $25 a day and we accept changing tides. To sign up your child for 
Spring Break you can call the Park Office at 725-7620 or email the rec. supervisor at 
twilson@ci.fortuna.ca.us. Please pre-register your child early to insure proper staffing ratios. 
 
Community Service 
 
The Parks & Recreation Department currently has five people signed up to perform Community Service. 
Community Service workers completed 121 hours in the month of February.   The Community Service 
Work Program is a big part of our success. The workers help with trash pickup and maintenance projects 
in Rohner and Newburg Parks as well as the Treatment Plant and the River Lodge.  Since the program 
started in 1997, there have been 52,085.75 service hours completed in the throughout the City of Fortuna.  
 
RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION: 
 
Receive Parks & Recreation Department Monthly Report. Consent Agenda vote.   

32



Consent Calendar Item 5 
Page 1 of 3 

STAFF REPORT  
City Council Consent Calendar Agenda Item 

 
DATE: April 20, 2020 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 
FROM: Cameron Mull, Director of Parks & Recreation 
 
THROUGH: Merritt Perry, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:   Parks & Recreation Monthly Report for March 2020 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive report as an informational item. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
Director’s Report 
 

 The Parks & Recreation Department was significantly affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic. This included cancellations of all recreation programs, all facility rentals 
(including the River Lodge and Monday Club) through at least the end of April, and 
closures of park facilities where people could congregate (playgrounds, picnic areas, 
gazebos, etc.). A significant loss of revenue is imminent, with some events/ rentals being 
rescheduled for later dates to recoup some revenues. Frequency of sanitizing efforts in 
public park spaces was increased to protect public health & safety. Though ridership 
decreased overall, Fortuna Transit is still operating on its normal schedule, and the service 
now provides for shopping deliveries to riders who are self-isolating to get the supplies 
they need. A number of part-time staff were furloughed until programs reopen and 
activities increase. 

 The Rohner Community Recreation & Park District (RCRPD) held their monthly meeting 
on 3/4. LACO was approved by the RCRPD Board as the desired local consultant (selected 
by a subcommittee) to perform the Annexation and Revenue Generation Analysis with 
Public Outreach study. The Parks & Recreation Director finalized a contract with LACO 
who is moving forward with the preliminary annexation study, as RCRPD’s goal is to 
identify options through this analysis to fund the construction and the operation of an 
aquatic facility in Fortuna. 

 
Parks & Facility Maintenance 
 

 COVID-19 related response includes: frequent sanitizing of public bathrooms and bus 
shelters with hydrogen peroxide solution, temporary fencing around playgrounds, 
consolidating all picnic tables to one area to be closed off, tape-off all other areas where 
people could congregate (bleachers, gazebo’s, benches, etc.), closure of the outdoor 
basketball court 
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 Hardball Field #1 at Newburg Park received 25 cubic yards of red rock donated by Fortuna 
High, and the infield edge was turf-cut in order to put the field back into proper 
specifications and to eliminate the berm between the infield and outfield 

 Rodeo grandstands construction began  (paid for by the Rodeo Association), which will 
include an ADA walkway to access a ramp and ADA-only seating area, new VIP seating 
areas, and new stair entries 

 All wooden softball bleachers at Newburg Park received wood repairs and new paint 
 Construction continued on an ADA compliant walking trail near the entrance to Newburg 

Park and is scheduled to be completed in early April. This trail will connect to identical 
trails on the Gene Lucas Community Center site, and the project was paid for by the Mclean 
Foundation 

 Parks’ trash & recycling trailer was fully rehabbed (new sheet metal welded to remove rust, 
repainted with top coat, mechanical repairs, etc.) to save costs on a new trailer 

 Irrigation boxes on Fortuna Blvd. at the Smith Ln. intersection were removed for a future 
crosswalk installation, and will be relocated once the new main water valve is installed 

 The Firemen’s Pavilion received multiple replacement lighting/ bulbs that had burned out 
 The Bartow cookshack received new entry steps 
 Weed eating was performed in Rohner Park around all trees and valve boxes 
 The CCC returned to complete the invasive plant species removal along Rohner Creek in 

Rohner Park 
 Prep-work and interior paint was completed in the Firemen’s Pavilion, with the hardwood 

floors scheduled to be refinished in early April 
 All foul ball posts at Newburg Park were repainted (metal) or cleaned (PVC) 

 
Depot Museum 
 
The Depot Museum’s visitor total for the first half of March 2020 was 89 people.  We welcomed 
California visitors from Arcata, Cupertino, Fortuna, Hydesville, Loleta, Piercy, Rio Dell, Walnut 
Creek and Whitethorn, as well as out-of-state visitors from Maryland and Washington.  Beginning 
the week of March 16, the Fortuna Depot Museum was closed in compliance with COVID-19 
shelter-in-place restrictions. 
 
Fortuna Transit  
 
Passengers on the Fortuna Transit Bus totaled 726 trips during the month of March 2020 and 
ridership dropped throughout the month due to COVID-19, especially considering the 
demographic Transit serves.  The lift was used for non-wheelchair riders 74 times and 29 times 
for wheelchair trips. The Fortuna Transit had 10 new riders during the month of March.  We 
continued the Eureka medical trips on Tuesdays; but averaging 1-2 medical appointments with 
some riders having multiple appointments.  
 
 

 March 2019 March 2020 
YTD ~ July 2018 – June 

2019 
YTD ~ July 2019 – June 

2020 

# of passengers 843 726 10072 6805 

Total Miles 2334 2182 25485 19573 
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Sports, Classes and Facility Rentals 
 
All sports, classes, facility rentals, and events were postponed or canceled due to COVID-19 until 
further notice. 
 
Skating Rink 
 
The Fortuna Skating Rink was open for public skate in the beginning of March.  Before the 
shutdown due to COVID-19, the rink had one public skate night on 3/7.  The attendance for that 
event was eighty-one skaters. We hosted a total of ten private skate parties on 3/7 and 3/8 with an 
average attendance of nineteen.  The City of Fortuna would like to thank its citizens for supporting 
the skating rink and we look forward to seeing you all again, when we reopen!  
 
Recreation Programs 
 
The Friday Night Fun Night ran on 3/6 and the program was cancelled following that date until 
the COVID-19 restrictions are lifted. 
 
School Break Programs 
 
The previously scheduled Spring Break day-camp program was cancelled due to COVID-19 
restrictions. 
 
Community Service 
 
The Parks & Recreation Department currently has five people signed up to perform Community 
Service. Community Service workers completed 121 hours in the month of March.   The 
Community Service Work Program is a big part of our success. The workers help with trash pickup 
and maintenance projects in Rohner and Newburg Parks as well as the Treatment Plant and the 
River Lodge.  Since the program started in 1997, there have been 52,126 service hours completed 
in the throughout the City of Fortuna.  
 
RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION: 
 
Receive Parks & Recreation Department Monthly Report. Consent Agenda vote.   

Service Miles 2152 2013 24459 18172 

Hours Worked 293 281 3194.25 2359 

Service Hours 
Worked 

250 242.5 2740.25 2019 
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STAFF REPORT  
City Council Consent Calendar Agenda Item 

 
DATE: May 18, 2020 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 
FROM: Cameron Mull, Director of Parks & Recreation 
 
THROUGH: Merritt Perry, City Manager 
 
SUBJECT:   Parks & Recreation Monthly Report for April 2020 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Receive report as an informational item. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
Parks & Facility Maintenance 
 

 The Firemen’s Pavilion received a light floor sanding, prep work, and resurfacing of two 
coats of sport court / hardwood floor refinish (donated by the Auto Xpo Board) 

 The interior rehab/ paint project in the Firemen’s Pavilion was completed 
 The Rohner Park and Newburg Park public bathrooms received a deep sanitizing, including 

the walls 
 2600 Rohnerville Rd. received some minor landscaping improvements and trimming 
 The CCC spent three working days removing English ivy from the Rohner Park forest floor 

and off of redwood trees 
 All four softball bleachers at Newburg Park were all prepped and repainted 
 The Fortuna Boulevard medians were edged with assistance from the Streets Department 
 All of Newburg Park’s sidewalks received edging 
 The Main St. bulb outs, Library/ Chamber turf areas, and Fortuna Boulevard medians 

received irrigation repairs in preparation for the dry season 
 Inoperable parking lot lights at the River Lodge were repaired, as well as the flag pole light 
 The River Lodge’s gutters were cleaned out 
 The annual playground audit was started at the Newburg Park playground  
 The Bike Park was string-trimmed/ cleared 

 
Depot Museum 
 
The Depot Museum was closed for the month of April due to COVID-19 restrictions, though the 
Museum Curator continued to work on the 100th anniversary Fortuna Rodeo book. 
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Fortuna Transit  
 
Passengers on the Fortuna Transit Bus totaled 367 trips during the month of April 2020.  The lift 
was used for non-wheelchair riders 20 times and 12 times for wheelchair trips. The Fortuna Transit 
had 4 new riders during the month of April. The Eureka medical trips on Tuesdays have been put 
on hold during the COVID-19 Pandemic.  
 

 
 
Sports, Classes and Facility Rentals 
 
All sports, classes, facility rentals, and events were postponed or canceled due to COVID-19 until 
further notice. 
 
Skating Rink 
 
The Fortuna Skating Rink was closed for public skate in the month of April due to the state 
mandated shelter in place order.  We are proud to announce that the Fortuna Skating Rink was able 
to purchase 180 new pairs of roller skates with Measure E funds (thank you Fortuna!).  Our 
maintenance staff has been busy repainting the rink and resurfacing the skate wood floor.  At this 
time, the City of Fortuna would like to thank its citizens for supporting the skating rink and can’t 
wait to see you all again when we reopen.  
  
Recreation Programs 
 
Friday Night Fun Night was postponed for April until the shelter in place order is lifted. 
 
School Break Programs 
 
The spring break camp program was cancelled due to COVID-19 mandates. 
 
Recreation is busy preparing for our summer camps so that, if and when the order is lifted, the 
program is ready to support our local youth with fun activities and a safe place to play & learn 
with friends.  
 
Community Service 
 
The Parks & Recreation Department currently has five people signed up to perform Community 
Service. Community Service workers completed 10 hours in the month of April.   The Community 

 APRIL 2019 APRIL 2020 
YTD ~ July 2018 – June 

2019 
YTD ~ July 2019 – June 

2020 

# of passengers 812 367 10072 7172 

Total Miles 2411 1083 25485 20656 

Service Miles 2224 991 24459 19163 

Hours Worked 304.5 176 3194.25 2535 

Service Hours 
Worked 

259.5 154 2740.25 2173 
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Service Work Program is a big part of our success. The workers help with trash pickup and 
maintenance projects in Rohner and Newburg Parks as well as the Treatment Plant and the River 
Lodge.  Since the program started in 1997, there have been 52,136 service hours completed in the 
throughout the City of Fortuna.  
 
All community service work hours were temporarily suspended in early April by the County 
Probation Department due to the shelter in place order. 
 
RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION: 
 
Receive Parks & Recreation Department Monthly Report. Consent Agenda vote.   
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I. CALL TO ORDER   
 Vice Chair Chinnici called the Public Session to order at 6:02 PM 
 

FLAG SALUTE / ROLL CALL 
Parks Director Mull led the flag salute. 

 
ROLL CALL: 

Commissioners Staff  
Commissioner  Karen Hardcastle City Manager Merritt Perry - Absent 
Commissioner  Joe Vassel Director of Parks & Recreation Cameron Mull 
Commissioner  Julie Wilson Rec/Trans Admin Supervisor Kathy Rexford  
Vice Chair Sal Chinnici  Council Representative 
Chair  Shelly Mendes - Absent Councilmember Jeremy Stanfield  
  
  

  
II. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

  
None 

 
III. ELECTION OF COMMISSION CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 

Commissioner Wilson nominated Commissioner Vassel, seconded by Commissioner Hardcastle as Chair. 
Commissioner Hardcastle nominated Commissioner Wilson, seconded by Commissioner Vassel as Vice 
Chair  
 

PARKS COMMISSION ACTION:  
Voice Vote.  
AYES:  Vice Chair Chinnici and Commissioners Hardcastle, Vassel and Wilson 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Chair Mendes 
ABSTAIN: None 
Motion Carried 4-0 
Vice Chair Chinnici left the meeting and Chair Vassel took over 

 
IV. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
1. Monthly Parks and Recreation Staff Reports for November and December 2019. 
2. Commission Meeting Draft Minutes for December 9, 2019 (Regular Meeting) 

 
PARKS COMMISSION ACTION:  
 Commissioner Vassel moved and was seconded by Commissioner Hardcastle to approve the draft 
minutes of December 09, 2019 and staff reports for November and December 2019.   

Voice Vote.  
AYES:  Chair Vassel, Vice Chair Wilson and Commissioner Hardcastle 
NOES: None 
ABSENT: Commissioner Mendes 
ABSTAIN: None 
Motion Carried 3-0 

REGULAR MEETING DRAFT MINUTES 
Fortuna Parks and Recreation Commission 

Monday, February 10, 2020, at 6:00P.M. 
5 Park Street at Rohner Park Recreation Hall 

 
Monday, February 11, 2019 - 6:00 p.m., Recreation Hall at Rohner Park 
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V. DISCUSSION 

A. Prioritize Measure E Projects for Fiscal 2020/2021- Parks Director Mull  went over the potential 
Measure E Projects and received feedback from the Commissioners 

VI. BUSINESS 

A. None. 
 

VII. PARKS & RECREATION STAFF REPORT 

The Commissioners received an oral report from Parks Director, Cameron Mull. 

VIII. COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND COMMENTS:   

 Chair Vassel - Nothing to report  
 Vice Chair Wilson – Nothing to report 
 Commissioner Hardcastle – Nothing to report 

 

IX. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 None 
 

ADJOURN  
Chair Vassel moved and was seconded by Commissioner Hardcastle to adjourn at 7:52 PM. Voice Vote. 
Motion Carried 3-0 

 
Respectfully submitted by: 
Kathy Rexford, Rec/Transportation Admin Supervisor 
Thru: Siana Emmons, City Clerk                          
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